
 
 

 
 
City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
Enquiries: 020 7983 4100 minicom: 020 7983 4458 www.london.gov.uk 

MINUTES  
 

Meeting: London Assembly (Plenary) 
Date: Wednesday 19 January 2011 
Time: 10.00 am 
Place: Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 

Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
 
Copies of the minutes may be found at: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-
assembly/whole-assembly 

 

 
Present: 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair) 

Jennette Arnold (Deputy Chair) 

Tony Arbour 

Gareth Bacon 

Richard Barnbrook 

Richard Barnes 

John Biggs 

Andrew Boff 

Victoria Borwick 

James Cleverly 

Brian Coleman 

Len Duvall 

 

Roger Evans 

Nicky Gavron 

Darren Johnson 

Jenny Jones 

Joanne McCartney 

Steve O'Connell 

Caroline Pidgeon 

Murad Qureshi 

Navin Shah 

Valerie Shawcross 

Richard Tracey 

Mike Tuffrey 

 

 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/whole-assembly
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/whole-assembly


Greater London Authority 
London Assembly (Plenary) 
Wednesday 19 January 2011 

 

 
 

 

1.   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Kit Malthouse AM. 
 
1.2 The Chair placed on record the Assembly’s congratulations to those Londoners who had 

received Honours in the Queen’s New Year Honours list, in particular the London Borough and 
Functional Body colleagues who had received Honours, including Ron Dobson, London Fire 
Commissioner, and Ian Brown, recently retired Managing Director of London Rail at Transport 
for London, who had both been appointed Commander of the Order of the British Empire.  

 
1.3 During the course of the meeting, the Chair welcomed to the public gallery students from St 

Olave’s Primary School in Greenwich. 
 
 

2.   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 
2.1 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That the relevant Assembly Members’ membership of Functional Bodies and 
London Borough Councils, as set out in Item 2 on the agenda, be noted and 
recorded as personal interests;  

 
(b)  That gifts and hospitality received by Members, as set out on the Authority’s 

gifts and hospitality register, be noted. 
 
 

3.   Minutes (Item 3) 

 
3.1 Resolved: 

 
That the minutes of the Assembly Plenary meeting held on 8 December 2010 and the 
Mayor’s Question Time meeting held on 15 December 2010 be agreed as correct 
records of those meetings, to be signed by the Chair. 

 
 

4.   Transport for London: Functional Body Question Time (Item 4) 

 

4.1 The Assembly put questions to Boris Johnson, in his capacity as Chairman, Transport for 

London (TfL), and Peter Hendy, Commissioner, Transport for London, on the work and 

priorities of Transport for London. 

 

4.2 The record of the questions put by Members and the answers given is attached as Appendix 

1.  

 

4.3 The written answers to those questions not asked or answered at the meeting are attached at 

Appendix 2. 
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4.4 During the course of the discussion, TfL agreed to: 

 

 Provide a detailed analysis of correspondence received by Tfl from Assembly Members, 

including an analysis of that which related to common concerns and an analysis of that 

which related to new issues and to issues previously raised; 

 Provide details of the current ratio of managers to staff at TfL and the ratio in each 

year since 2008; 

 Examine whether it would be possible to extend the Cycle Superhighway to Redbridge; 

 Confirm whether TfL had looked into reports that Metroline had expressed concern 

that 25% of its vehicles inspected had a serious defect and were unfit for the road, and 

provide details of the confirmed percentage of vehicles which were unfit for the road;  

 Confirm the average interest rate TfL pays on its borrowing costs; 

 Investigate the complaints regarding accessibility of buses on a number of routes 

which were referred to during the meeting and arrange for the constituent referred to 

to visit the relevant bus garage to meet representatives of the operator; 

 Confirm when the last ‘bendy bus’ would leave service; and 

 Look into the possibility of extending the 63 bus route to Honor Oak Park. 

 

4.5 At the end of the question and answer session, the Chair formally moved the motion set out 

on the agenda, namely:  

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

4.6 This was agreed by the general consensus of the Assembly. 
 
 

5.   Petitions (Item 5) 

 

5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

5.2 Victoria Borwick AM presented a petition with the following prayer, on behalf of Kit 

Malthouse AM:  
 

"We the undersigned who live or work in Redcliffe Gardens, Finborough Road and 
neighbouring streets call on the Council of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and 
Transport for London to take steps to control the excessive speed of vehicles and motor 
bicycles in Redcliffe Gardens and Finborough Road which is a danger to pedestrians and 
cyclists." 

 

5.3 Resolved:  

 
That the petition be referred to the Mayor, in his capacity as Chairman of Transport 
for London, for response.  
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5.4 James Cleverly AM presenting three petitions in relation to the same issue and with the 
following prayers: 

 
“At present the residents of Coldblow and the surrounding area are served by the B12 bus 
service which was originally intended to serve Bexley hospital. The hospital has since been 
replaced by several hundred new homes but the bus service has not been updated to reflect 
the additional demand. It continues to provide a one way loop around the Joydens Wood 
Estate returning to Bexleyheath via Bexley Village. 

 
There is at present no service on Sundays or Bank Holidays leaving local residents with a steep 
difficult walk of well over a mile to Bexley Village in order to access public transport. 

 
We the undersigned request that Transport for London review the current B12 passenger 
numbers and provide a full 7 day a week service for our community.” 
 
and 
 
“At present the residents of Joydens Wood and the surrounding area are served by the B12 
bus service which was originally intended to serve Bexley Hospital. The hospital has since been 
replaced by several hundred new homes, but the bus service has not been updated to reflect 
the additional demand. It continues to provide a one way loop around the Joydens Wood 
Estate returning to Bexleyheath via Bexley Village. 
 
There is at present no service on Sundays or Bank Holidays leaving local residents with a steep 
difficult walk of well over 2 miles (2.2m) to Bexley Village in order to access public transport. 
 
We the undersigned request that Transport for London review the current B12 provision and 
increase this to include Sundays and Bank Holidays albeit a restricted service on these days.” 
 
and 
 
“At present the B12 service via Joydens Wood and Bexley Park does not run on Sundays – 
leaving local residents with a walk of at least a mile to access other public transport. 
 
The undersigned request that Transport for London review the current B12 passenger numbers 
and provide a full, seven days a week service for our community.” 

 

5.5 Resolved:  

 
That the petitions be referred to the Mayor, in his capacity as Chairman of Transport 
for London, for response.  

 
5.6 Caroline Pidgeon AM presented two petitions in relation to the same issue and with the 

following prayers: 
 

" I/We the undersigned support the campaign to protect the opening hours of South 
Woodford ticket office. We call on the Mayor to honour his 2008 manifesto commitment to 
safeguard London's ticket offices. We believe that ticket offices play a vital role in giving help 
to those most vulnerable in society when they are using the Underground. We believe 
consultation on these proposals has been poor with many Londoners unaware of them. We call 



Greater London Authority 
London Assembly (Plenary) 
Wednesday 19 January 2011 

 

 
 

on the Mayor to keep London's ticket offices open and not to reduce their ability to help 
passengers." 
 
and 
 
“I/we the undersigned support the campaign to keep open the ticket offices at South 
Woodford and Woodford Station. We call on Mayor Boris Johnson to honour his pre-election 
promise to protect ticket offices.” 
 

5.7 Resolved:  

 
That the petitions be referred to the Mayor, in his capacity as Chairman of Transport 
for London, for response. 

 
 

6.   Petitions Update (Item 6) 

 

6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
6.2 Resolved: 
 

That the responses received to the petitions presented at a recent Assembly meeting 
be noted. 

 
 

7.   Proposed Amendments to Standing Orders in Relation to Petitions 

(Item 7) 

 

7.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
7.2 Resolved: 
 

That it be agreed to incorporate the revisions to Standing Orders set out at 
Appendix 1 to the report into the Standing Orders of the Authority, to come into 
effect at the close of this meeting. 

 
 

8.   Review of Code of Ethics (Item 8) 

 

8.1 The Assembly received the report of the Head of Paid Service.  
 
8.2 Resolved: 
 

That it be agreed that the proposed revisions to the Code of Ethics and Standards 
for GLA Staff set out in Appendix 1 to the report should apply to the GLA’s 
statutory officers, subject to the Head of Paid Service agreeing to the proposed 
revisions, and noting that this is a joint decision with the Mayor. 
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9.   Statutory Officers Staffing Protocol - Minor Revisions (Item 9) 

 

9.1 The Assembly received the report of the Head of Paid Service.  
 
9.2 Resolved: 

 
That it be agreed to approve and adopt the revisions to the Statutory Officers 
Staffing Protocol, attached at Appendix A to the report, noting that this is a joint 
decision with the Mayor. 

 
 

10.   Mayor's Commitments (Item 10) 

 

10.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
10.2 Resolved: 
 

That the commitments made by the Mayor, Boris Johnson, during London Assembly 
Mayor’s Question Time meetings held between May 2008 and December 2010, be 
noted. 

 
 

11.   Motions (Item 11) 

 

11.1 Steve O’Connell AM proposed and Richard Tracey AM seconded the following motion: 
 

“This Assembly supports the campaign calling for stronger action to tackle the increasing 
problem of dangerous dogs. We welcome the Dangerous Dogs Petition which calls on the 
Government to take immediate action to deal with this problem. 
 
We also support the Mayor in lobbying for an urgent review of the current legislation 
regarding dangerous dogs with the aim of introducing stiffer penalties and tougher legislation 
to protect the public. 
 
This Assembly resolves to lobby the UK Government to acknowledge that dangerous dogs are 
used as weapons and that they should be treated as such in parliamentary legislation.” 

 
11.2 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely:  
 

“This Assembly supports the campaign calling for stronger action to tackle the 
increasing problem of dangerous dogs. We welcome the Dangerous Dogs Petition 
which calls on the Government to take immediate action to deal with this problem. 
 
We also support the Mayor in lobbying for an urgent review of the current 
legislation regarding dangerous dogs with the aim of introducing stiffer penalties 
and tougher legislation to protect the public. 
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This Assembly resolves to lobby the UK Government to acknowledge that dangerous 
dogs are used as weapons and that they should be treated as such in parliamentary 
legislation.” 

 
was agreed unanimously. 

 
11.3 Darren Johnson AM proposed and Mike Tuffrey AM seconded the following motion: 
 

“This Assembly notes the decision of the Chief Executive to freeze pay across the Greater 
London Authority, rejecting Unison’s request that all staff on Grade 3 and below receive a 4% 
pay increase for 2010/11 to cope with the rising cost of basic living expenses. It also notes 
that the Mayor has supported the Chief Executive’s decision. 
  
Given that it would only cost £50,000 to fund this increase, and in keeping with the policy of 
national Government to protect the lowest paid working in the Civil Service, this Assembly calls 
on the Chief Executive of the GLA to revisit his decision and to award a 4% pay increase to all 
the 45 GLA staff on Grade 3 and below.” 

 
11.4 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 
 

“This Assembly notes the decision of the Chief Executive to freeze pay across the 
Greater London Authority, rejecting Unison’s request that all staff on Grade 3 and 
below receive a 4% pay increase for 2010/11 to cope with the rising cost of basic 
living expenses. It also notes that the Mayor has supported the Chief Executive’s 
decision. 
  
Given that it would only cost £50,000 to fund this increase, and in keeping with the 
policy of national Government to protect the lowest paid working in the Civil 
Service, this Assembly calls on the Chief Executive of the GLA to revisit his decision 
and to award a 4% pay increase to all the 45 GLA staff on Grade 3 and below.” 

 
was agreed unanimously. 

11.5 At 12.24pm, the Deputy Chair, Jennette Arnold AM, took the Chair. 

[Jennette Arnold AM in the Chair.] 

11.6 Dee Doocey AM proposed and John Biggs AM seconded the following motion: 

“This Assembly notes the promises made in London’s original bid to host the 2012 Olympic 
Games, to “regenerate London’s poorest and most disadvantaged area”, and that the Games 
would leave “a legacy to be valued by future generations”. The Assembly also notes the 
Olympic Park Legacy Company’s future plans for the Olympic Park, which include the 
provision of five communities, with thousands of new homes, schools, shops and health 
centres. However, the Assembly is concerned that there is no agreed public funding to make 
these plans a reality. 
 
The Assembly notes that £500 million has been included in the Comprehensive Spending 
Review to remove the temporary infrastructure constructed for the Games and make the land 
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ready for development, and notes previous commitment by the Olympic Delivery Authority 
that £350 million is included within their budget for this work. The Assembly is concerned that 
there is no money currently earmarked to further remediate the land or to provide the mixed 
communities and facilities that will provide a lasting legacy from the Games. 
 
Without public sector funding for new developments in the Olympic Park, the redevelopment 
will be dependent on private investors, who will naturally seek the best commercial return for 
their investment. The Assembly is concerned that this will negate the original concept for the 
site, and that instead the Olympic Park risks becoming an oasis of high-priced homes 
surrounded by disadvantaged communities. 
 
The Assembly notes the Mayor’s new powers in the form of a Mayoral Development 
Corporation, which will take over the powers of the OPLC. The Assembly calls on the Mayor, 
working with local communities and councils, to play a key role in lobbying the Government, 
to ensure that public sector funding is allocated for any future developments on the Olympic 
Park, in order to honour London’s original commitment by guaranteeing the provision of 
mixed communities and facilities that benefit local people.” 

 
11.7 In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, the motion as proposed incorporated the following 

alterations to the version of the motion that had been published with the agenda for the 
meeting: in the final paragraph, the word 'welcomes' had been changed to 'notes' and the 
words ‘working with local communities and councils’ had been added after the words ‘The 
Assembly calls on the Mayor”.  

 
11.8 Upon being put to the vote, the motion as altered, namely: 

 
“This Assembly notes the promises made in London’s original bid to host the 2012 
Olympic Games, to “regenerate London’s poorest and most disadvantaged area”, and 
that the Games would leave “a legacy to be valued by future generations”. The 
Assembly also notes the Olympic Park Legacy Company’s future plans for the 
Olympic Park, which include the provision of five communities, with thousands of 
new homes, schools, shops and health centres. However, the Assembly is concerned 
that there is no agreed public funding to make these plans a reality. 
 
The Assembly notes that £500 million has been included in the Comprehensive 
Spending Review to remove the temporary infrastructure constructed for the Games 
and make the land ready for development, and notes previous commitment by the 
Olympic Delivery Authority that £350 million is included within their budget for this 
work. The Assembly is concerned that there is no money currently earmarked to 
further remediate the land or to provide the mixed communities and facilities that 
will provide a lasting legacy from the Games. 
 
Without public sector funding for new developments in the Olympic Park, the 
redevelopment will be dependent on private investors, who will naturally seek the 
best commercial return for their investment. The Assembly is concerned that this 
will negate the original concept for the site, and that instead the Olympic Park risks 
becoming an oasis of high-priced homes surrounded by disadvantaged communities. 
 
The Assembly notes the Mayor’s new powers in the form of a Mayoral Development 
Corporation, which will take over the powers of the OPLC. The Assembly calls on the 
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Mayor, working with local communities and councils, to play a key role in lobbying 
the Government, to ensure that public sector funding is allocated for any future 
developments on the Olympic Park, in order to honour London’s original 
commitment by guaranteeing the provision of mixed communities and facilities that 
benefit local people.” 

 
was agreed (14 votes in favour, 10 votes against). 

 
11.9 During the course of the debate on this motion, there was a discussion regarding the 

communications between the Liberal Democrat and Conservative Groups in advance of the 
meeting, in relation to the wording of the motion. The Deputy Chair in the Chair suggested 
that the issues raised be taken forward outside of the meeting. 

 
11.10 During the discussion on this motion, it was agreed, in accordance with Standing Order 2.9 

and upon a vote, to extend the meeting in order to finish the business set out on the agenda 
for the meeting (13 votes in favour, 10 votes against). 

 
11.11 At the conclusion of the discussion on this motion, at 12.46pm, the Chair, Dee Doocey AM, 

resumed the Chair. 
 

[Dee Doocey AM in the Chair.} 
 
11.12 Jennette Arnold AM proposed and Darren Johnson AM seconded the following motion: 
 

“This Assembly deplores Mayor Boris Johnson's recent decision to sell prime-time advertising 
space on London's buses and tubes to a loan company known for charging 2689% APR. 
Consumers can easily get into difficulties using these kinds of loans to cover debts, and when 
unable to repay in a timely fashion the interest rates and fines can be punitive. It believes it is 
irresponsible for politicians and public organisations to be endorsing these services, particularly 
at a time of year when many Londoners are vulnerable to getting into further debt, and when 
there are other services that offer Londoners a much safer route out of debt. 

 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to publish a robust code of ethics for sponsorship and 
advertising.” 
 

11.13 In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, the motion as proposed incorporated the following 
alterations to the version of the motion that had been published with the agenda for the 
meeting: the words ‘Consumers can easily get into difficulties using these kinds of loans to 
cover debts, and when unable to repay in a timely fashion the interest rates and fines can be 
punitive.’ had been added after the first sentence;  the words ‘We believe’ had been replaced 
with ‘It believes’; the words ‘endorsing these kind of practices had been replaced with the 
words ‘endorsing these services’; and the words ‘particularly at a time of year when many 
Londoners are vulnerable to getting into further debt, and when there are other services that 
offer Londoners a much safer route out of debt. This Assembly calls on the Mayor to publish a 
robust code of ethics for sponsorship and advertising.’ had been added to the end of the 
motion. 

 
11.14 During the course of the discussion on this motion, a Member expressed concern 

regarding the factual accuracy of the motion. The Chair, having confirmed that the motion 
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complied with the provisions of Standing Order 3.3, permitted the debate to continue and for 
the motion to be considered by the Assembly. 

 
11.15 Upon being put to the vote, the motion as altered, namely: 
 

“This Assembly deplores Mayor Boris Johnson's recent decision to sell prime-time 
advertising space on London's buses and tubes to a loan company known for 
charging 2689% APR. Consumers can easily get into difficulties using these kinds of 
loans to cover debts, and when unable to repay in a timely fashion the interest rates 
and fines can be punitive. It believes it is irresponsible for politicians and public 
organisations to be endorsing these services, particularly at a time of year when 
many Londoners are vulnerable to getting into further debt, and when there are 
other services that offer Londoners a much safer route out of debt. 

 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to publish a robust code of ethics for sponsorship 
and advertising.” 

 
was agreed (13 votes in favour, 7 votes against). 

 
 

12.   Date of Next Meeting (Item 12) 

 
12.1 It was noted that the Assembly’s next meeting would be the Mayor’s Question Time meeting 

which would take place at 10.00am on Wednesday 26 January 2011. 
 
 

13.   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 13a) 

 
Urgent Motion 

  
13.1 The Chair explained that, in accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 

1972 (as amended), she had agreed to admit the following urgent motion to the agenda on 
the grounds for urgency specified on the Supplementary Agenda for this meeting: 

 
"This Assembly:  
 

Condemns ASLEF’s threat to strike and severely disrupt Underground services on the day of 
the Royal wedding (29 April). If a strike takes place it will harm the experience of visitors to 
the London, the capital’s economy, and lives of Londoners. 
 

Considers the action by ASLEF to be provocative and unjustified since unions already have an 
agreement in place with London Underground to work on bank holidays, in return for 
additional holiday. 
 

Believes that ASLEF’s ultimatum demanding triple pay and a day off in lieu to be completely 
out of kilter with what workers are accepting in the private and public sector, where pay 
freezes are commonplace. 
 

Calls on ASLEF to withdraw its threat to strike on the day of the Royal wedding." 
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13.2 In accordance with Standing Order 3.12, the Assembly were asked to consider, by taking a 
vote without debate, whether to permit consideration of the urgent motion. 

 
13.3 In accordance with Standing Order 2.7, Richard Tracey AM requested that a recorded vote be 

taken on this matter. 
 
13.4 Upon being put to the vote, votes were cast as follows: 
 

For the proposal: Tony Arbour AM, Gareth Bacon AM, Richard Barnes AM, Andrew Boff AM, 
Victoria Borwick AM, James Cleverly AM, Brian Coleman AM, Roger Evans AM, Steve 
O’Connell AM, and Richard Tracey AM;   
 
Against the proposal: John Biggs AM, Len Duvall AM, Nicky Gavron AM, Darren Johnson AM, 
Jenny Jones AM, Joanne McCartney AM, Caroline Pidgeon AM, Murad Qureshi AM, Navin 
Shah AM, Valerie Shawcross AM, Mike Tuffrey AM, Jennette Arnold AM (Deputy Chair) and 
Dee Doocey AM (Chair). 

 
13.5 The proposal was declared lost, there being 10 votes cast in favour and 13 votes cast against. 
 

London Assembly (Mayor's Question Time) Meeting - 23 February 2011 
 
13.6 Resolved: 
 

That it be agreed to accept written answers to all questions submitted to the 23 
February 2011 meeting under the Mayor’s Question Time procedure, in order to 
devote time to discussion of the Mayor’s Final Draft Consolidated Budget 2011.  

 
 

14.   Close of Meeting  

 
14.1 The meeting closed at 1.18pm. 
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